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Dear Ms. Sarter: —

<. Thig{ettaris writter to-outiine-ERA . concems relating.to the management and. _

3. owapomnlabdtspadﬂon of investigatively derived materials (IDM) presently baing stored at

Rpaky Flats. A presentation v was made by yoy and yqur conautants on Saptember 1,
98, regarding a propdsal to'{d dse DM as backfilfor the T-1"Trench at Rocky F!ate

. m?w is & summary of our understanding of the proposal followed by a list of concems

mmendations to addrass these itams.
suqm'r- | .

Mis our undetstanding thyat any soils from T-1 iﬁa,lwmﬂound to contsin

raqlonuclldée betwéen 5000 and 10,000 opm will be shipped off-site for disposal. A-
totgl of 3,635 dnimd of DM discussed at the meetinig.. An additlorial 531 drums have

'bun repacked for shipment to the Nevada Tast Site. -Of that, 444 drums have already
‘Badn'sent 10 the Eri¢ Landfill. Of the remalning 2;566 drums, | you have anelysea of

424, cggms for 5 isotepes (Attachment 1) and analy.sis from 461 dmms for' up o 4
isotopds,
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CONCERNS AND nmm:hnmous

You stiféd that yau are not cartam whuther the analyses cited above was
‘performed via gamma or alpha spectroscopy. This is a concem glven the
1o - documgnt quality’ pgobfa'fﬂé dssoclated With the on-site gemma spec_tmsmpy

L .~$ program. Pleass véﬂfsrwhld"a typt of analysus was performed.

A ,‘ %Lgtha me of lDM qeneratcon. an agreemenf was fade between EPA and DOE

the 1DM would bé.tracked tiy that locaflon so that IDM generated in clean
sirass of the site would be considered uncontaminated, eliminating the neaed for
further analysis of the IDM drums. It was not clear to us at the mesting whether
" thé Site has the abilty to match IDM with thelr location of origin.
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Thers are 1670 drums which were analyzed, however, the data has yet to be
obtained/reviewed as it s being stored at an alternate location. f
characterization data for these drums cannot be obtalned and they cannot be
carrelated to specific sampling locations, some amount of additional analysis will

_be nacassary before the material is used as backfill.

Finally, we are concemned that an sttempt to dispose of the total inventory of DM
at T-1 may result in a rather large mound that could conflict with final
grading/drainage plans for the site. Please provide the proposed backfill volume
estimatos and final grading plans for bacidlll at T-1 as they become available.

We lock forward ta further discussions.on this topic. You may contact Jean

Lillich at 312-6258 if you have any questions conceming this correspondence.
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